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rsemanship exposing them to the danger of breaking thei¢
g:qu;bgﬁltelhe! were in reach of gln:m arrow of lhm-lw;-
Can your honorable hody conceive of any thing more absurd
than starting in pursuit of the flying Comanche in a wagon
drawn by-mules, yet; such your committee are well assured has
- peen done. This fact is pregnant with meaning, and is iselfa

ready solution of the inefficiency of this sort of protection, if it
be not a misapplication of terms to call it so. For these and
many reasons which might be enumerated, your eornmitiee have
no hesitation in adopting the epinion that the protection afforded
by the General Government has been but a mockery, calculated
by its demonstration of power and efficiency to allure the incau-
tions and confiding settler iuto a danger from which it is power-
lossgadefendiBimn i) Yo v aid'e e wrl e ba i Wi
~In this condition was the frontieroh the Rio Grande, when
the Governor called into the service of the Siate three’compa-
nies, respectively, uider the commaund of Captains Shaw, Lewis
and Davis, to serve for the period of six mouths, which were
promptly mustered in, and by the aid of some hiheral and patriotie
citizens, were placed in eondition to render effective service, by
which, quiet and entire tianqnillity has been restored. Had the
Executive failed to have acted thus, he wonld in the opinion. of
your commitiee have been recreant to his conntry, his duty, and
the common sentiment of kumavity, 0
~Your committee, while they do not regard it as important to’
investigate the question of constiturional power. and legal antho~
rity mvolved in theact of the Execntive under consideration, do
not in this view hesitate to sustan him.  "The protection of the
lives and property of the citizeus of a State, ngainst violence and
wrong, is an obligation which arises ont of the very bature
all po'itical assoeiations, and exisis as a social necessity which
may look to the written law for aid, but not for existence. But
- inthis instance, it is not coneeived thit the Governor acted with-
ont the -express anthority of laws. The fonrth section of the
sixth article of the Constitntion confers npon the Executive the
right to call out the militia to suppress insurrection, and repel
invasion, and the 23d section of the militia law, Hartley’s Dig.,
page 760), declares “that in case of actual invasion orinsurrection
or an invasion threatgned, or premeditated against the State, or
any part thereof, it shall be lawful for the Governor or auy
officer by him directed. to order into actual service, all or any
Portion of the militia, as the emergency may reqhire, and to
discharge such troops as soon as e mey jndge, cousistent with
the 1nterests of the State.” The sole question then involved in
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- Mr. Lott introduced a bill for the relief of Robert Bartl
read first time, b PRI
Mr. Lott introduced a bill to change the name of Absa
Edwards to tiltof Absalom Hester; réad first time. . 1)
Mr. Scott introduced a bill for tho relief of FraucisMoore, *
Jr.: read first time. . A SR
Mcr. Flanagan introduced a bill for the relief of William
Howith, assignee of Williamn Butler; read first time. . .
* Mr. Hamilton introdnced a bill to prescribe the time of hold-
ing the District Courts in the Secoud Judicial District of
Btate of Texas; read first time. 5 A
Mr. Dunlap introduced a joint resolution instructing our
Representatives in Congress to call the attention of the Uni
Btates Government to the necessity of a certain treaty with'th
Republic of Mexico rmﬁsst time. ,
© . Mr. Evans of Bexar introduced a joint resolution concerning
the public archives of Bexar county ; read first time. .
Mr. White offered the following resolution, which was adop-

: Resalwﬁl That the Finance committee be instrncted to en-
quire into the expediency of levying aund collecting o direct
income tax npon each and every establishment retailing ardent
spirits, and report by bill or otherwise. ur bty sk,
“Mr. Hamilton introduced a bill to authorize the issnance of
duplicate certificates of' the Auditor and Comptroller of the
. Btate of Texas; read first time. .
Mr, Hamilton introduced a bill for the relief of John Burle-
son ; read first time. ' | P
- The committee on Apportionment, by leave, made the fol-
lowing report: . vail
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Comyrrree Roowm, January 18, 1'858 ,
TPtIhe Hon. D. C. Dicksox, ek bl 17

. Speakerof the House of Representatives: -

A majority of the committee on A pportionmeni:o “whom
wag referred a bill apportioning the Senators and Representa-
tives amongst the several counties and Districts of the State
according to the 'raatgreman@s of the constitution, direct, m
m perforiance of that duty, to report the accompanying bi
to the favorable consideration of the Ilouse, and ask to be dis-
s o ' IL R. RUNNELS, Clairman.
“On motion of Mr. Runnels, the rule regulating the mﬁl ‘ner:
arder of business was suspended, and on further motion of Mr..












